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SUBJECT: AMBASSADOR TOON'S ARRIVAL STATEMENT AND Q AND A 
REF: STATE 310877 

1 . FOLLOWING FOR YOUR INFORMATION IS VERBATIM TRANSCRIPT OF 
STATEMENT MADE AT SHEREMETYEVO AIRPORT DECEMBER 30 BY AMBASSADOR 
TOON: 


2. (BEGIN TEXT) IT GIVES ME GREAT SATISFACTION, BOTH PERSONALLY 
AND PROFESSIONALLY, TO BE BACK AGAIN IN THE SOVIET UNION. 

SINCE 1965 WHEN I LAST SERVED HERE IN MOSCOW, I THINK WE 
HAVE MADE GREAT PROGRESS TOWARD ESTABLISHING A STABLE RELATIONSHIP 
BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES WHICH SERVES THE INTERESTS OF BMPH 
COUNTRIES AS WELL AS THE INTERESTS OF WORLD PEACE. 

NOW THIS HAS NOT BEEN EASY. WE VE HAD PROBLEMS IN THE PAST, 

AND WE'LL HAVE THEM IN THE FUTURE. BUT I THINK WITH GOOD WILL 
AND COOPERATION ON BOTH SIDES WE CAN CONTINUE TO IMPROVE OUR 
BILATERAL RELATIONS, AND I CONSIDER THAT ONE OF MY PRINCIPAL 
TASKS HERE AS AMBASSADOR WILL BE TO DO WHAT I CAN TO MOVE THAT 
PROCESSS FORWARD AND TO ESTABLISH MUCH CLOSER RELATIONS THAN WE 
HAVE HAD IN THE PAST. THANK YOU VERY MUCH. I'M VERY GLAD TO BE 
HERE (END TEXT). 
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3. AFTER CONCLUDING HIS REMARKS, AMBASSADOR RESPONDED TO QUESTION 
AS FOLLOWS: 

4. Q. (TASS): WHAT DO YOU THINK ABOUT MR. BREZHNEV S LAST 
STATEMENT ABOUT THE PERSPECTIVE OF AMERICAN-SOVIET RELATIONS? 
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A. WELL, I FOUND IT VERY ENCOURAGING, AS PRESIDENT FORD DID 
AND ALSO MR. CARTER, THE PRESIDENT-ELECT, AND I THINK THAT THIS IS 
A GOOD SIGN OF GOOD THINGS TO COME. 

5. Q. (ABC): THERE HAVE BEEN SOME PRESS SOURCES THAT HAVE SAID 

YOU ARE A HARD-LINER IN EAST- WEST RELATIONS. HOW DO YOU FEEL ABOUT 
THAT AND HOW DO YOU THINK THAT MIGHT INFLUENCE THE COURSE OF 
S O VIET -AMERICAN RELATIONS NOW THAT YOU'RE HERE? 

A. WELL, OF COURSE I'VE READ THOSE STATEMENTS TOO IN THE PRESS, 

AND I THINK IT S FAIR TO SAY THAT THAT IS AN EXPRESSION WHICH WAS 
COINED BY THE JOUR- 
NALISTS AND NOT BY ME. I DON'T REALLY KNOW WHAT 
IT MEANS. SO FAR AS I AM CONCERNED, I BELIEVE IN CARRYING ON A 
DIALOGUE WITH THE SOVIET UNION. I THINK IT’S TERRIBLY IMPORTANT 
IN THE INTERESTS OF WORLD PEACE. WE HAVE BEEN DOING THAT IN RECENT 
YEARS, AND I WILL CONTINUE TO DO IT AS FAR AS I AM CONCERNED 
AS THE AMERICAN AMBASSADOR. 

6. Q. (AP): SHORTLY AFTER YOU LEFT I BELIEVE THERE WAS SOME 
RATHER BAD PRESS HERE IN THE SOVIET UNION. THERE WAS AN 
ACCUSATION ABOUT SPYING — THAT SORT OF THING. DO YOU THINK 
THAT WILL HAVE ANY INFLUENCE ON YOUR PRESENT MISSION? 

A. WELL, I THINK FRANKLY WE OUGHT TO FORGET THE PAST AND 
LOOK TO THE FUTURE, AND IF MY SOVIET COLLEAGUES ARE PREPARED 
TO DO THAT, I AM TOO. 

7. Q. (NYT): MR. AMBASSADOR, DO YOU HAVE ANY PARTICULAR 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 03 MOSCOW 20305 311025Z 
PRIORITIES YOU ARE SETTING? 

A. WELL, THE FIRST THING I PLAN TO DO IS GET A HAT (LAUGHTER), 

AND THEN GET A PAIR OF SHOES. AS YOU KNOW, I COME FROM A RATHER 
WARM CLIMATE AND I MMED HERE IN SOMEWHAT OF A HURRY, AND SO 
I'M NOT VERY WELL EQUIPPED FOR THAT SORT OF THING. ON A MORE 
SERIOUS NOTE, MY FIRST ITEM OF BUSINESS IS TO PUT MYSELF IN THE 
HANDS OF AMBASSADOR NIKIFOROV AND HE WILL TELL ME WHAT THE DRILL 
IS. I HOPE TO PRESENT MY CREDENTIALS AS SOON AS POSSIBLE AND GET 
TO WORK. 

8. Q. (ABC): MR AMBASSADOR, JUST ONE MORE QUESTION. DO YOU 

SEE THE WORD "DETENTE" BEING REDEFINED IN THE NEXT FEW MONTHS? 

A. I DON'T THINK SO. I THINK THAT REALLY IS A QUESTION THAT 
YOU SHOULD PUT TO THE PRESIDENT-ELECT AND HIS TEAM - MR. VANCE 
AND MR. BROWN AND OTHERS. BUT MY READING OF THEIR INTENTIONS 
ON THE BASIS OF WHAT THEY'VE SAID DURING THE CAMPAIGN AND 
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RECENTLY AFTER THE ELECTION IS THAT WE WILL CARRY ON VERY 
MUCH THE SAME WAY WE HAVE IN THE PAST. 

9. HHE FORMAL STATEMENT (STATE 310877) WAS SUPPLIED TO THE PRESS IN 
WRITTEN FORM. 

TOON 
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